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Working to preserve, protect, enhance and restore the Mississippi River in Minneapolis

to serve the interests of neighborhood residents and others who value and respect our Great River.

March 6, 2002

Mayor R.T. Rybak

331 City Hall, 350 South Fifth Street

Minneapolis, MN 55415

Dear Mayor Rybak:


Thank you for making the environment a priority in your agenda for the city. We would like to set up a meeting with you to discuss “environmental sustainability” and the potential it holds to create future viability for our city. As a preparation for that meeting, we are asking you to review the enclosed for inclusion in your environmental agenda.


The Mississippi Corridor Neighborhood Coalition (MCNC), a coalition of neighborhoods and individuals along the upper Mississippi River corridor, has been working hard and holding strong to the principle of obtaining a sustainable environment for the future of our air, water, land and for neighborhood residents. We believe that in the midst of this city’s economic dilemma we have a perfect opportunity for the city to consider adopting and applying the principle of a sustainable environment. Sustainability will help us conserve our resources and still move our city forward.


Incorporating a sustainable environment principle now would focus the city to approach its work as an integrated system, steering away from singling out and attempting to treat each compartmentalized aspect separately. The budget, affordable housing, transportation, economic development, environment, and more are all part of an interconnected system we call “city” in which we live and work. Change to one aspect means a change to all. 


We believe the City of Minneapolis already has many tools at it’s disposal to be leading the nation in environmentally sustainable efforts. We are asking, as a first step, that you work with the community to quickly adopt a simple definition of what “environmental sustainability” means for the City of Minneapolis, and to pledge your support to make the city a leader in this area. There are many simple definitions that could be endorsed, for example: 

1. “Long-term cultural, ecological and economic health and vitality, which meets our needs today while ensuring that future generations can continue to meet their own needs. Sustainability also involves preserving the natural environment upon which people and economies depend.” (State Planning Department and Environmental Quality Board’s definition from their 1998 study on Sustainable Development: The Very Idea.)
2. “A sustainable community meets its present needs without sacrificing the needs of future generations by developing attitudes and actions that strengthen its economic, environmental and social frameworks.” (Twin Cities Green Guide, p.151.)
3. “An economy and way of life in which both people and nature flourish, a culture that can last.” (Northwest Environment Watch, a not-for-profit research and communication center based in Seattle)

Thank you for considering adopting sustainability principles for the city. Enclosed are two documents: 1)  a number of  statements supporting an Environmental Agenda: Overall Principle, General Statements, and Suggested Steps to Support an Environmentally Sustainable Agenda, and 2) a draft of a proposed proclamation declaring June Clean Air and Water Month in Minneapolis. 


We are asking you to 1) consider inclusion of as many of the statements as possible under a city sustainability banner to move an environmental agenda forward and serve as a guide for city agencies, businesses and neighborhoods alike, and 2) to adopt the proclamation. There may be other statements you would add or substitute in the list. We hope to find mutually agreeable statements that can set the environmental agenda for the long-term cultural, ecological and economic health and vitality of the city.

Sincerely,

Randy Kouri, President

612-788-0249

Environmental Agenda
I. Overall Principle
Minneapolis will be a leader for an environmentally sustainable city with policies and practices that insure air, land and water resources are protected and preserved for the health and sustainability of our neighborhoods and our city now and for future generations.  

II. General Statements to Support an Environmentally Sustainable Agenda
1. Minneapolis, a fully developed city, will adopt a set of Sustainability Standards for redevelopment that  

a. use all resources in a sustainable manner to meet the city's economic, ecological, and social needs today and into the future

b. preserve the integrity of ecological processes and biological diversity along the river and in the neighborhoods 

c. conserve energy and utilize passive energy systems where possible

d. reduce runoff and fugitive air emissions

e. respect neighborhood character

f. result in no net loss of the tree canopy and green space

g. conform to other “smart growth” principles 

h. decrease cumulative exposure to pollutants 

i. enhance natural ecosystems in and around the river corridor (including Kasota Ponds, Bridal Veil Creek, Shingle Creek, Ryan Creek and Basset Creek)

j. use land area in ways that conserve financial and natural resources, and preserve its ability to meet future needs

k. reduce reliance on and limit the release of toxic substances that could harm individuals and/or the environment 

l. encourage the use of renewable resources, at a rate that can be maintained over time, while gradually reducing reliance on nonrenewable natural resources, such as coal and oil.

2. Minneapolis will support full compliance with the Federal Clean Air and Clean Water Acts and the State Critical Area Act.

3. Minneapolis will be committed to inclusive, meaningful citizen participation in establishing policies and practices that promote a sustainable city.

4. Minneapolis will encourage businesses to become environmentally sustainable, and share in the responsibility of promoting neighborhood sustainability within their business and industry.

5. Minneapolis will enhance the beauty and aesthetics of the riverfront and neighborhoods.
III. Suggested Steps to Achieve an Environmentally Sustainable City

1. Highest Priority for Immediate Action
The city’s commitment to future environmental sustainability would begin by acting on these high priority issues:

a. Minneapolis will insist that Xcel Energy convert its Riverside plant to natural gas and develop a long range plan for using renewable energy sources within the decade.

b. The mayor will Issue a statement that the City of Minneapolis will be the national leader in environmental sustainability by the end of this decade.

c. The mayor will proclaim June Clean Water and Clean Air Month and support the MCNC river clean up on June 1 as the kick off event (sample proclamation is enclosed).

2. Policy
a. Minneapolis will proclaim and promote an environmental justice policy for the city.

b. Minneapolis will develop an industrial siting policy for the city that includes building design (e.g. “green architecture,” compatibility with surrounding neighborhood), self-sufficient energy sources where possible (e.g. solar panels), landscape buffering, use of latest pollution control technology, noise abatement and the like. 

c. Minneapolis will continue clean-up of contaminated sites (Superfund sites, brownfields) to enhance livability of neighborhoods.

d. Minneapolis will promote litter collection/reduction efforts, especially in sensitive areas along the river corridor.

e. Minneapolis will make water quality protection a high priority; and mitigation of storm water runoff should dictate development projects along the Mississippi river front

3. Inventories and Health Risk Assessments
a. Minneapolis will ask the Department of Natural Resources (DNR) to conduct a natural resources inventory of the river corridor in the city.

b. Minneapolis will ask the Minnesota Pollution Control Agency (MPCA) and the Minnesota Department of Health (MDH) to provide a complete inventory and health risk assessment of current industries in the city. Using the collected data, work with the MPCA/MDH to set city health benchmarks and standards to ensure the city’s air and water quality. 

c. Minneapolis will develop a user-friendly web site for accessing environmental information such as air and water permittees, TRI reporters, hazardous waste generators, links to regulator agencies and the like, and promote citizen action that will improve the city's air and water quality. It could build on the work already done by community groups at their own expense such as the Southeast Como Neighborhood Improvement Association and the Mississippi Corridor Neighborhood Coalition, among others.

d. Minneapolis, using the California EPA model, will lobby for state funded, neighborhood scale environmental reviews that include identification of pollution sources, emissions, health risk assessments and cumulative effects. 

4. Citizen Involvement
a. Minneapolis will hold city-wide environmental forums that bring together people and  possibilities that will promote a sustainable city. At least one forum should be a “State of the River Corridor.”

b. Minneapolis will review the charge to the Citizens Environmental Advisory Committee (CEAC) and make it more responsive to community concerns. Review its size and composition and insure that it holds regularly scheduled meetings and solicits agenda items from members. Ask for regular reports and make these available to the wider community.

c. Minneapolis will review the role and viability of the Environmental Management Office and its jurisdiction over air, water and land protection in the city.

d. Minneapolis will encourage citizen input into the Critical Area Plan for the Mississippi river front area and insure that its implementation strategies protect the river’s ecosystem.

e. Minneapolis will provide leadership in insuring that the membership on the Citizen Advisory Committee for the Upper River is inclusive of all stakeholder groups, especially traditionally under served populations.

f. Minneapolis will seek to enhance residents’ access to the river by promoting parks, events, and natural habitat along the river.

5. Promoting Green Revenues and Regulations
a. Minneapolis will create a Mayor’s Forum of community business leaders who will lead the way in establishing eco-industrial policies and practices that support a sustainable business economy.  

b. Minneapolis will seek to create incentives or impose taxes that attract, promote, and reward new and old businesses to the city that will help the city achieve it’s ultimate goal of being the national leader in environmental sustainability.

c. Minneapolis will establish local control (City/County) and jurisdiction over air and water quality issues whenever possible.

Proposed Mayor’s proclamation declaring June Clean Air and Water Month in Minneapolis and endorsing the June 1 River Clean-up as the kick-off event 

Whereas, the City of Minneapolis is blessed with numerous water amenities that contribute to a high quality of life for the city; and 

Whereas, the Mississippi River is one of our most significant water resources, providing drinking water, recreation and economic development for Minneapolis; and

Whereas, the Mississippi River, our creeks and our Chain of Lakes have intrinsic value and need to be protected and preserved for future generations; and

Whereas the City of Minneapolis is committed to becoming a leading environmentally sustainable city in the nation; and

Whereas, the Minnesota Pollution Control Agency has determined that Minneapolis has a toxic air problem; and 

Whereas, the City of Minneapolis is committed to improving air quality for its residents and visitors; and 

Whereas, the Mississippi Corridor Neighborhood Coalition has been an advocate for the river in the upper corridor and its neighborhoods since 1993; and

Whereas, the Mississippi Corridor Neighborhood Coalition is holding its ninth annual river clean up and celebration on June 1, 2002

Therefore Be It Resolved that Minneapolis declares the month of June to be Clean Air and Water Month; and

Be It Further Resolved that the Mississippi Corridor Neighborhood Coalition Ninth Annual River Clean Up and Celebration on June 1, 2002 will be the kickoff for Clean Air and Water Month in Minneapolis.

Beltrami Neighborhood Council  Bottineau Citizens in Action  Clean Water Action Alliance of MN  Columbia Park Neighborhood Association  Hawthorne Area Community Council  Holland Neighborhood Improvement Association  Home Owners on the Mississippi for the Eco-System  Lind-Bohanon Neighborhood Association  Marcy-Holmes Neighborhood Association  McKinley Community  Mississippi Whitewater Park Development Corporation  N & NE River Protection Committee  St. Anthony East Neighborhood Association  Sheridan Today and Yesterday  Shingle Creek Neighborhood Association  Southeast Como Improvement Association  West Bank Community Coalition  Webber-Camden Neighborhood Organization  Windom Park Citizens in Action  Victory Neighborhood Association 








